Weekly Communication from Mrs. Luzzo
April 12, 2026

Don’t forget to ROAR!

Happy Divine Mercy Sunday, Trinity Lions! | hope you enjoyed a joyous Easter and a fantastic spring break!
We are looking forward to welcoming back our students tomorrow morning. It’s hard to believe we only have
29 days left and this school year will be complete! It will be a busy two months, so please be sure to read the
weekly communications and check your student’s folder carefully so you don’t miss anything important.

Request: If you haven’t yet had a chance, please complete the quarter 3 survey by Monday, 4/13. You can
access the survey by clicking this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H5JB8H6.

Reminder: If you have not yet completed the re-enrollment process, please ensure you do so over the break.
We will be officially closing re-enrollment upon our return. Having these numbers finalized is imperative for us
to plan our curriculum and budget accurately for the upcoming school year. If you are having a challenge
paying the re-enrollment fee, please email me to make arrangements. Thank you for your continued support
in helping us prepare for your children’s futures. We are so excited for the coming school year!

Please see below for additional important updates and upcoming events. As always, you can find these
communications, school calendar, and news on our website: Holy Trinity Catholic School | North Myrtle
Beach, SC. You can also follow our Facebook page for quick reminders and photos of all the exciting things
happening in our classrooms!

ESTF Grant - If your child has been approved for the ESTF grant for the 26-27
school year, please email me at kluzzo@holytrinitynmb.org by Friday, 4/17, to
let me know. Scholarships will be awarded, tuition letters will be drafted, and
data will be entered into FACTS based on the information we have. Thank you!

Referral Program - Current families who refer a new PK-5th grade family for the 2026-2027 school year will
receive a $100 tuition discount. Families who refer a new 6th grade family for the 2026—-2027 school year will
receive a $400 tuition discount. The referral discount will be applied to your overall tuition balance and
credited to your FACTS account once the new family has officially enrolled and begun attending HTCS. Word
of mouth is a powerful motivator, and we are truly grateful to our families for speaking positively about HTCS
within the community.

Calling All Current 3rd-5th Grade Altar Servers - Per a direct invitation from Fr. John, we’d love to see more
HTCS students serving at the weekend Masses. If you are interested, please contact the Church office at
843-249-2356 for more information.

Spring MAP Assessments - The final round of MAP assessments for students in grades kindergarten through
5th will begin the week of 4/20. Your child’s homeroom teacher will let you know the specific testing dates for
their class. We are sure our students will do their best and continue to outperform the national norms.
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Uniform Picture Day - All students will have their individual pictures taken for the yearbook on Wednesday,
4/22. Please be sure your child has the proper uniform pieces - including a “school plaid” or solid navy tie.
Other patterns and colors are not part of the approved school uniform policy.

Spelling Bee - Please see attached for information about our upcoming Spelling Bee on Tuesday, 4/28. All are
welcome to join us for this fun event.

Class Picture Day - All classes will have their pictures taken for the yearbook on Wednesday, 4/29.

Save the Date - Art Show - Please see attached for information about our annual art show after school on
Monday, 5/11.

Save the Date - EOY Show - Our annual End-of-Year show is scheduled for 8:30 AM on Thursday, 5/21. Please
plan to attend as we celebrate an amazing school year and all of our students' accomplishments. All students
will be dismissed immediately after the show.

Summer Camp - The Church will be hosting an all day summer camp June 15-June 19. Please see attached for
more information and note... this is a parish sponsored camp.

New Spirit Wear - If you haven’t been on their site lately, please note that some new items have been added
to our Spirit Wear selections. See attached for a sample of one of the new t-shirts available.
https://843printingandmore.com/collections/holy-trinity-catholic-school

Uniforms - Please see the attached information about our school uniform company, French Toast, and
approved uniform pieces.

Divine Mercy Sunday - What Is Divine Mercy? The Message, Devotion, and Meaning Explained - If you’ve ever
stepped into a Catholic church and noticed a striking image of Jesus with red and white rays shining from his
heart and the words “Jesus, I trust in You” below, you’ve seen the Divine Mercy image. But what is Divine Mercy,
and why is it so important to the Catholic Faith? From the powerful Divine Mercy devotion to the celebration of
Divine Mercy Sunday each spring, this guide will answer all your questions about the meaning, history, and
significance of Divine Mercy in the Church today!

What Does Divine Mercy Mean? Divine Mercy centers upon God’s great love for us and the infinite compassion
that flows from it. Fr. Chris Alar defines mercy as “loving the unlovable and forgiving the unforgivable.” Only God
expresses love, compassion, and forgiveness to their utmost. This is why we say that God is love (see 1 John 4:8)
— his merciful love is his greatest attribute. God’s mercy is infinite, lasting from age to age without limit. One of
the greatest parables in the Gospel is the story of the prodigal son. The father of the prodigal son welcomed his
son’s return with great joy and every good thing in the same way that our merciful God receives repentant
sinners. The Lord not only forgives us but also wants to reinstitute everything to us. Jesus himself is the image of
God’s Divine Mercy — “the face of the Father’s mercy,” as Pope Francis wrote — because Christ came to rescue
us from the misery of our sinfulness. We are not perfect, and we never can be, but God does not leave us to
struggle for it on our own. Instead, he sent Jesus, his Son, to bring about our reconciliation and redemption.
Through Christ, God reveals that his mercy is greater than our individual sins and even than those of the entire
world.
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What Does The Divine Mercy Image Mean? “| desire that this image be venerated, first in your chapel, and
[then] throughout the world” (Jesus to St. Faustina, Divine Mercy in My Soul: Diary of St. Maria Faustina
Kowalska, 47). The Divine Mercy image was painted under St. Faustina’s direction, depicting Christ as he
appeared to her. In the picture, Jesus is dressed in white and luminous in appearance, and he is stepping forward
ever so slightly as if to come closer to us. His right hand is raised in blessing while his left hand points towards his
heart, from which two rays pour forth: one white or translucent and one red. These two rays represent the
blood and water that flowed from His pierced side on the cross, as Jesus himself explained: “The pale ray stands
for the Water which makes souls righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood, which is the life of souls. These two
rays issued forth from the very depths of My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on
the Cross” (Diary of St. Faustina, 299). This meaning parallels what took place in Scripture after Christ’s death on
the Cross: “One of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water” (John
19:33-34). The two rays that stream from Christ also represent important sacraments: the red ray stands for the
Eucharist (“the Blood which is the life of souls”), while the white ray stands for Baptism (“the Water which
makes souls righteous”) and also Penance, which are sacraments of mercy. These three central sacraments offer
us vital graces of sanctification and healing. Christ offers bounteous graces to those who venerate his image in
the Divine Mercy: “l promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish. | also promise victory
over [its] enemies already here on earth, especially at the hour of death. | Myself will defend it as My own glory”
(Diary of St. Faustina, 48).

Why Is The Divine Mercy Devotion So Important? Through the revelation of Divine Mercy, Christ offers his
peace to a dark and troubled world. Our human minds often focus on justice more than anything, but Jesus
wants to extend his love and gentle compassion to other souls. The Divine Mercy is a devotion very close to the
Lord’s heart (both literally and figuratively!) because it centers around God’s great love for us. Jesus told St.
Faustina: “My Heart rejoices in this title of Mercy. Proclaim that mercy is the greatest attribute of God. All the
works of My hands are crowned with mercy” (Diary of St. Faustina, 300-301). Christ’s compassion is meant to
change our hearts, too, as he leads us into his abundant love. He calls us to be missionaries of his mercy in a
sinful and divided world. In the Gospel, he tells us, “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36).

Who Is St. Faustina? St. Maria Faustina Kowalska is the Polish religious sister whom our Lord chose to be his
apostle of Divine Mercy to the world. She lived in Poland at the beginning of the 20th century and entered the
Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy as a young woman. St. Faustina’s religious life consisted of humble, simple tasks,
but she also had the grace of conversing with Jesus. Around the time of her first vows, Our Lord began to reveal
to her the mystery of his mercy and gave her the special mission of spreading devotion to it. From the visions
and conversations that St. Faustina had with Christ came the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the famous image of
Jesus. He chose her to be the “secretary” of his mercy, to tell the world of his love and compassion. Guided by
her spiritual director, St. Faustina recorded Christ’s messages in her diary. Divine Mercy in My Soul: The Diary of
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska continues to be an impactful Catholic spiritual work today. St. Faustina was
canonized by Pope John Paul Il in the year 2000.

When Is Divine Mercy Sunday? In 2026, Divine Mercy Sunday is Sunday, April 12th. The Church celebrates Divine
Mercy Sunday on the Sunday following Easter each year. St. John Paul Il made this an official feast day in the
Church in 2000 when he canonized St. Faustina. “I desire that there be a Feast of Mercy. | want this image, which
you will paint with a brush, to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter; that Sunday is to be the Feast
of Mercy” (Diary of St. Faustina, 49). “I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and
especially for poor sinners” (Diary of St. Faustina, 699). Divine Mercy Sunday also marks the eighth and final day
of the Easter Octave. The word octave means “eight”: the Church continues feasting in a significant manner for
the eight days following the principal solemnities of the liturgical year (Christmas and Easter). So, Divine Mercy
Sunday provides a culminating end to the feast of Easter (although the full Easter season lasts 50 days). Just as
the date of Easter changes from year to year, the date of Divine Mercy Sunday varies also, but it always takes
place the Sunday immediately following Easter.
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Why Is Divine Mercy Sunday Celebrated So Close To Easter? Christ requested that the great feast of his mercy
be celebrated on the Sunday after Easter because the feast of the Divine Mercy goes hand in hand with the
Paschal Mystery! The Cross is the greatest proof of God’s eternal love and mercy for mankind. Fittingly, the
Gospel reading on the Sunday after Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) is the passage from John’s Gospel about
Christ’s first appearance to the apostles after his resurrection, when he gave them the ability to forgive sins: He
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are retained" (John 20:21). By conferring the power to forgive sins, Christ reaffirmed the
role of mercy in his new covenant of love and invited his disciples to be ministers of his mercy to the world.

Is The Divine Mercy Devotion in the Bible? Yes, the Divine Mercy devotion is biblical! In fact, it comes directly
from Scripture, from what the Gospel tells us that occurred at Christ’s crucifixion: “One of the soldiers pierced
his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water” (John 19:33-34). The purifying and
sanctifying rays of Christ’s mercy streamed forth with the blood and water from his pierced side. Furthermore,
God’s mercy is mentioned all throughout the Bible. Even under the stricter conditions of the Old Testament
covenants, God continually revealed himself as “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
mercy and faithfulness, keeping merciful love for thousands...” (Exodus 34:6-7). In the New Testament, much of
Jesus’s message under the new covenant of love is a call to be merciful as he is merciful. What Is Divine Mercy?
The Message, Devotion, and Meaning Explained — Ascension

MISSION STATEMENT: Holy Trinity Catholic School, a ministry of Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish, offers to early
childhood and elementary school students of diverse ethnic, economic, and religious backgrounds a superior
academic program based on Gospel values. Within a family atmosphere, the school strives to develop the
spiritual, academic, personal, creative, and physical growth of each student.

VISION STATEMENT: Holy Trinity Catholic School students will be fully prepared to transition to middle school
possessing critical thinking skills, an ability to work independently as well as collaboratively, and an awareness
of what it means to actively live the Gospel values.
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